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July 13, 1959

Dr. Christopher Parnall, Jr.
Chairmzn, Heolth Division
Council of Socinl Agencies
Fochester, Hew York

Dear Chris:

At the regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Convalescent Hospital-
for Children held on June 8, 1959, the following: resolution wes adepted:

HESOLVED: ‘That, contingent wpon Community Chest approvel
of our request for a Capital Funds Campeisgn for not less
than $200,000 net, the Officers and Board of Directors of
the Hospital undertake sction to effeet the closing of the
Beach Avenue facillty not later than September 1, 1960,

By letter of July 2, 1959, the Community Chest granted permission to Con-
valescent to conduct a capital expense cerpaign in the Fall of 19£0.

This letter is written to notify you as Chairmsn of the Health Division of the
Council of Soclel Agencles that the officers and Board of Directors of Con-
velescent Hospital wish to initiate the planming and action necessary to close

‘the present hospital on Beach Avenue thereby discontinuing our service to
physiecally i1l children.

As you are well aware, the action presently being teken by Convalescent Hospitsel
to change its function from the care of physically ill children to the care of
emotionally disturbed children has stemmed from several years of study =nd
planning in which the Council of Social Agencles pleyed & leading role. Ve do

not think it i1s necessary to go over the background in detail sincs you are
fully familisr with it.

The 1953 report of the Mental Hygiene Committee of the Henlth Division, the
Hiscock Heport, the report of the Treatment Center Committee which I served =s
cheirman, and the recent report of the Chrenie Iliness Commitiee are all the
results of the Health Division's role in bringing about the change of funetion
which Convalescent Hospital is now carrying out. In brief, the Council through
the Health Division has recommended that Convalescent Hospiiel discontinue its

service to physically ill children and organize itself to serve emoticnally
disturbed children, :



My
- -

Uver the years, there have been a number of sugrestiona and reconmendations

that Hillside Children's Center take over Convilescent's case load. The latest
example is the recommendatio.. of the Chreniec Iliness Committee. It would zeem,
however, thet the considerntions involved in providing for the children currently
under treaiment at Convalescent as well a3 the children who will reguire such
core In future years po beyond [liliside and Convalescent. The recent expression
by HMser. Ratigen of the concern of the Catholic Diocese as to providing cara

nt St. Joseph's Villa for (athelic children of the type normally admitted to
CGonvalescent Hospital is but one example of the remification of the chance.

In view of the part ployed by the Council in urring the change in Convalescent':s
function and the milti-zrency effect of the chunpe, the Board of Convalescent
ilospital believes that the primary responsibility for transfer of our ceze-lond
lies with the Health Division of ihe Council. We will, of course, cooperate wiih
the Council in every way we can. "
frezent plans of Convalescent call for constructio . of the new Treatment Center
to begin within 30 days and to continue for 8 or 9 months. We should, therefore,
be ready for operations in the snew facility by Moy or June of 1960. Since it
will be extremely uneconomical to continue operations at Beach Avenue after ihe
Treatment Center moves, placning should provide for transfer of our case-load

&t that time. I have provided you with our time schnedule so that you will
understand cur feeling as to the urgency of the action required.

tie trust that you will bring this matter before the Health Division at the
carliest time possible in order that planning may be initiated.

Sincerely,

Président

EKD/mff

ce:  Walter Wenkert
Hichard B. Parks
Hannah Harle



